4               The Veddnta Philosophy.

all real progress in human knowledge is due to
those who could discover behind what to the
world at large seemed merely curious, something
really important, something pregnant with results.
The electric spark of the lightning has been
curious as long as the world exists ; it seems but
yesterday that it has become really important

If my object were simply to amuse you 1 could
place before you a very large collection of soul-
curios, tell you ever so many curious things about
the soul, sayings collected from uncivilized and
from civilized races. There are, first of all, the
names of the soul, and some of them, no doubt,
full of interest Among the names applied to
the soul, some mean breath, others heart, others
midriff, others blood, others the pupil of the eye,
all showing that they were meant for something
connected with the body, something supposed to
have its abode in the eye, In the heart, in the
blood or the breath, yet different from every one
of these coarse material objects. Other names
are purely metaphorical, as when the soul was
called a bird, not because it was believed to be
a bird, caged in the body, but because it seemed